
Forum on Opioid-Related
Legal Matters



NCACC Introductory Remarks

 Today’s goal is to provide information 
and forum for discussion

 Presentations from two groups and the 
Office of the Attorney General

 Please note the NCACC is not 
endorsing specific group



Background

 The CDC estimates the cost of unintentional opioid-
related overdose deaths in NC was $1.3 billion in 
2015

 From 1999-2016, opioid-related overdose deaths 
increased by more than 800%

 Estimated that nearly four people die each day in 
NC from accidental drug overdose

Data from the NC Opioid Action Plan 





Law Firm Presentations

Baron & Budd, P.C.

Levin Papantonio Thomas Mitchell Rafferty Proctor, P.A.

Greene, Ketchum, Farrell, Bailey & Tweel, LLP

Hill, Peterson, Carper, Bee & Deitzler, PLLC

McHugh Fuller Law Group

Powell & Majestro PLLC



Law Firm Presentations

Crueger Dickinson LLC

Simmons Hanly Conroy LLC

vonBriesen & Roper, s.c.



Other Firms

Napoli Shkolnik PLLC

Motley Rice LLC

Cohen Milstein PLLC

Others?



Break for Lunch

&

General Q&A



County Attorneys Working Group

 Open Discussion/Reaction to 
Presentations

 Questions Identified So Far

 Calculating Damages

 Insight from Counties



Potential Questions to Consider

 Others?

What is the likelihood of success?

What are the advantages and disadvantages of signing 
up with outside counsel?

How much work will the county need to contribute to 
the process?

What are the costs to the county if litigation is 
unsuccessful?

What type of litigation should be pursued? State? 
Federal?

What are the possible causes of action?

Are there statutes of limitations concerns? Issues of 
causation?

How does participation in the Multidistrict Litigation 
impact a county's potential role/recovery with any 
action the state takes?

How specific should damages be to gather county-level 
data?

Are there ways to label and track opioid costs?

At what level of specificity does your county track this 
type of data?

If not specific figures, is there a legitimate way to 
estimate/extrapolate costs?



Calculating Damages

 Others?

Public Health
Cost of overdose medications (e.g., Naloxone)
Drug screening tests
Cost of treating uninsured patients for opiate-related dependence
Treatment costs for babies born with positive toxicology
Substance abuse treatment costs

Social Services
Number of foster care placements attributable to opiate-related 
causes
Increased number of staff/hours to cover opiate-related cases

Law Enforcement
Cost of additional sheriff department hours attributable to opiate-
related response
Cost of detox treatment in detention center
Increase in jail costs attributable to opiate-related causes

Emergency Response
Increase in volume for emergency calls 
and responses
Coroner/medical examiner costs 

Courts
Increase in caseload volume 
attributable to opiate-related cases

Education
Increase in Number of School Resource 
Officers

Capital
Cost of building and maintaining 
treatment facilities



Causes of Action

What are the types of legal actions 
counties could pursue?

 Public Nuisance claims

 Unjust Enrichment

 Negligence

 Claims under the Consumer Protection Act and 
Controlled Substances Act

 False Advertising



Next Steps

 How can NCACC act as a resource?

 Counties acting as resources for others not in 

working group

 Guidance for broader County Attorneys 

Association


